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Dear Editor,

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to the comments raised in the letter
to the editor regarding our article “Post-vaccination incidence and side effects of
COVID-19 in a cohort of Brazilian healthcare professionals: an internet-based
survey.”® We thank the authors for their interest in our study and for
raising important points.

We agree with the authors that it is challenging to exclude symptoms
resulting from other causes, rather than from the COVID-19 vaccine. Our
study has acknowledged this limitation because it is difficult to distinguish
between preexisting comorbidities and side effects of the vaccine. This is also
consistent with findings from other studies that have highlighted the challenges
in attributing symptoms to the adverse effects of the vaccines.*?)

Furthermore, we agree with the authors that it is essential to continue
monitoring adverse effects following COVID-19 vaccination. As vaccination
programs continue to roll out globally, monitoring and reporting vaccine-
related adverse effects are crucial to ensuring public trust in their safety
and efficacy.

Despite these limitations, our study found a higher incidence of minor
adverse effects, such as fever and headache, in individuals with a history
of previous SARS-CoV-2 infection following COVID-19 vaccination. This
finding is consistent with other studies that have reported an increase
in adverse effects following the second dose of the vaccine, particularly
in individuals with a history of previous infection.®*>

We hope that our findings, as well as those of other studies reporting the
adverse effects following COVID-19 vaccination, will encourage individuals to
continue getting vaccinated against COVID-19 because it remains one of the
most effective ways to mitigate the spread of the virus and to protect individuals
and communities against severe illness and death.

Once again, we thank the authors for their valuable contribution and
appreciate the opportunity to respond to their concerns.

Sincerely,

einstein (Sao Paulo). 2023;21:1-2



Ballestero M, Souza RL, Sakae TM, Costa LG, Furlanetti L, Oliveira RS

AUTHORS' INFORMATION

Ballestero M: http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6643-1207
Souza RL: http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3086-9623
Sakae TM: http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0603-3685
Costa LG: http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5044-9998
Furlanetti L: http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0981-1179
Oliveira RS: http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0390-5553

1.

REFERENCES

Ballestero M, Souza RL, Sakae TM, Costa LG, Furlanetti L, Oliveira RS. Post-
vaccination incidence and side effects of COVID-19 in a cohort of Brazilian
healthcare professionals: an internet-based survey. einstein (Sdo Paulo).
2022;20:eA00067.

einstein (Sao Paulo). 2023;21:1-2

Gee J, Marquez P Su J, Calvert GM, Liu R, Myers T, et al. First month of
COVID-19 vaccine safety monitoring - United States, December 14,
2020-January 13, 2021. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2021;70(8):283-8.

Shimabukuro TT, Cole M, Su JR. Reports of anaphylaxis after receipt of mMRNA
COVID-19 vaccines in the US-December 14, 2020-January 18, 2021. JAMA.
2021;325(11):1101-2.

Lopez Bernal J, Andrews N, Gower C, Gallagher E, Simmons R, Thelwall
S, et al. Effectiveness of Covid-19 vaccines against the B.1.617.2 (Delta)
variant. N Engl J Med. 2021;385(7):585-94. Erratum in: N Engl J Med.
2023;388(7):672.

Blain H, Tuaillon E, Gamon L, Pisoni A, Miot S, Picot MC, et al. Spike antibody
levels of nursing home residents with or without prior COVID-19 3 weeks
after a single BNT162b2 vaccine dose. JAMA. 2021;325(18):1898-9.


http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6643-1207
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3086-9623
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-0603-3685
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5044-9998
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0981-1179
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0390-5553

